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Instrumentation (one player per part) 

Piccolo 

Flute 1-2 (Fl. 2 doubling Alto Flute) 

Oboe 1-2 

English Horn 

Bb Clarinet 1-3 (CI. 3 doubling Bass Clarinet) 

Bassoon 1-2 

Alto Saxophone 1-2 
Tenor Saxophone 
Baritone Saxophone 

F Horn 1-2 
F Horn 3-4 

Bb Trumpet 1-3 
Trombone 1-2 
Bass Trombone 
Euphonium 1-2 
Tuba 



Double Bass 



Ride Cymbal 



Timpani snare >jfg^ 

Percussion 1 (Bass Drum, Drum Set Low floor tom tom * f ii Hlgh tloor tom ' tom Tambourine) 

Percussion 2 (Chimes, Marimba, Triangle) 

Percussion 3 (Crotales, Suspended Cymbals - small, medium, large, Xylophone) 

Percussion 4 (Glockenspiel) 

Piano 

Score is in C, with the usual octave transpositions 

Notes 

We Tread and Go is a one-movement work for wind ensemble. The title is taken from Chaucer and is 
expressive of the overall mood of the work. Like several other of my works, the piece is a kind of developing 
variation, in which a simple G Phrygian melody repeatedly cycles back on itself to reveal new permutations and 
dimensions. Throughout is a simple descending bass line punctuated by the heartbeat of an ever-present 
timpani. 

The melody is first stated unadorned by the euphoniums. After coming to a climax, it returns to a variation of 
itself, this time counterpointed by a solo trumpet. A third cycle features the melody in a further variation 
introduced by the tenor saxophone in triplets. A sixteenth-note variation dominates the next section as the 
energy increases, building to a climax in which the melody returns to G Phrygian for yet another variation. The 
energy then dissipates dramatically as fragments from earlier material are stated longingly by solo woodwinds, 
winding the piece down to a close. 



We Tread and Go 



Laurence Bitensky (2010) 
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